
Directions: You have closely read each of the four texts studied during this unit. Now, write a source-based 
argument on the topic below. 

Topic: Given that language matters and helps give a person a sense of identity, is it better for individuals to cling 
to a private or family language, or should linguistic assimilation be the goal of every person living in the United 
States? 

Your Task: Carefully read each of the four texts provided. Then, using evidence from at least three of the texts, 
write a well-developed argument regarding the debate over assimilation to Standard English versus preservation 
of one’s home language. Clearly establish your claim, distinguish your claim from alternate or opposing claims, 
and use specific, relevant, and sufficient evidence from at least three of the texts to develop your argument. Do 
not simply summarize each text.

Guidelines:

Be sure to
• Establish your claim regarding language assimilation v. language preservation
• Distinguish your claim from alternate or opposing claims
• Use specific, relevant, and sufficient evidence from at least three of the texts to develop your argument
• Identify each source that you reference by citation (Tan 3) 
• Organize your ideas in a cohesive and coherent manner
• Maintain a formal style of writing
• Follow the conventions of standard written English

Texts:
Text 1- “Mother Tongue,” Amy Tan 
Text 2- “If Black English Isn’t a Language, Then Tell Me What Is?”  James Baldwin 
Text 3- “Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood,” Richard Rodriguez 
Text 4- “How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” Gloria Anzaldúa  
Text 5- “Broken English,” Jamilla Lyiscott (TED Talk) 


